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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–02 Edition)§ 67.200

Subpart O—Filing and Recording 
of Instruments—General Provisions
§ 67.200 Instruments eligible for filing 

and recording. 
Only the following listed instruments 

are eligible for filing and recording: 
(a) Bills of sale and instruments in 

the nature of bills of sale; 
(b) Deeds of gift; 
(c) Mortgages and assignments, as-

sumptions, supplements, amendments, 
subordinations, satisfactions, and re-
leases thereof; 

(d) Preferred mortgages and assign-
ments, assumptions, supplements, 
amendments, subordinations, satisfac-
tions, and releases thereof; 

(e) Interlender agreements affecting 
mortgages, preferred mortgages, and 
related instruments; and 

(f) Notices of claim of lien, assign-
ments, amendments, and satisfactions 
and releases thereof.

§ 67.203 Restrictions on filing and re-
cording. 

(a) No instrument will be accepted 
for filing unless the vessel to which it 
pertains is the subject of: 

(1) A valid Certificate of Documenta-
tion; or 

(2) An application for initial docu-
mentation, exchange of Certificate of 
Documentation, return to documenta-
tion, or for deletion from documenta-
tion, which is in substantial compli-
ance with the applicable regulations, 
submitted to the National Vessel Docu-
mentation Center. 

(b) An instrument identified as eligi-
ble for filing and recording under 
§ 67.200 may not be filed and recorded if 
it bears a material alteration. 

(c) An instrument identified as eligi-
ble for filing and recording under 
§ 67.200 (a) or (b) may not be filed and 
recorded if any vendee or transferee 
under the instrument is not a citizen of 
the United States as defined in Section 
2 of the Shipping Act, 1916, (46 U.S.C. 
app. 802) unless the Maritime Adminis-
tration has consented to the grant to a 
non-citizen made under the instru-
ment. 

(d) The restriction imposed by para-
graph (c) of this section does not apply 
to a bill of sale or deed of gift con-
veying an interest in a vessel which 

was neither documented nor last docu-
mented pursuant to these regulations 
or any predecessor regulations thereto 
at the time the instrument was exe-
cuted, nor to an instrument conveying 
an interest in a vessel identified in 
§ 67.11(b). 

(e) An instrument identified as eligi-
ble for filing and recording under 
§ 67.200(c) may not be filed or recorded 
if the mortgagee or assignee is not a 
person qualifying as a citizen of the 
United States as defined in the Ship-
ping Act, 1916, as amended, (46 U.S.C. 
app. Chapter 23) or a trustee as defined 
in 46 U.S.C. 31328, unless the Maritime 
Administration has consented to the 
grant to a non-citizen made under the 
instrument. This restriction does not 
apply to an instrument conveying an 
interest in a vessel identified in 
§ 67.11(b). 

(f) An instrument identified as eligi-
ble for filing and recording under 
§ 67.200(d) may not be filed or recorded 
if the mortgagee or assignee is not a 
person described in 46 U.S.C. 
31322(a)(1)(D). This restriction does not 
apply to an instrument conveying an 
interest in a vessel identified in 
§ 67.11(b). 

[CGD 89–007, CGD 89–007a, 58 FR 60266, Nov. 
15, 1993; 58 FR 65131, Dec. 13, 1993, as amended 
by CGD 95–014, 60 FR 31605, June 15, 1995]

§ 67.205 Requirement for vessel identi-
fication. 

(a) Every instrument presented for 
filing and recording must contain suffi-
cient information to clearly identify 
the vessel(s) to which the instrument 
relates. 

(b) Instruments pertaining to vessels 
which have been documented must con-
tain the vessel’s name and official 
number, or other unique identifier. 

(c) Vessels which have never been 
documented must be identified by one 
of the following: 

(1) The vessel’s Hull Identification 
Number assigned in accordance with 33 
CFR 181.25; or 

(2) Other descriptive information, 
which clearly describes the vessel. 
Such information may include length, 
breadth, depth, year of build, name of 
manufacturer, and any numbers which 
may have been assigned in accordance 
with 33 CFR part 173.
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